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 CSS Review and Extension 

Terminology 

Use the definitions to identify the missing CSS related vocabulary 

 identifies the HTML element  

 indicates what the style is  

 identifies the style attribute (eg. color, size, font) 

 defines the property (eg. red, 12, Arial)   

 defines the value when it is a number (eg. px, %, pt) 

 
can be used to limit the style to a single element in 

the HTML document 

 
can be used to apply the style to a set of elements in 
the HTML document 

 

 

CSS Rules 

 

Complete these rules with the missing word, letter or characters.   

 CSS rules always start with the ________________ and a single space. 

 A declaration/group of declarations are always enclosed in ____________ 

 A declaration starts with the ________________ followed by a colon 

 A declaration ends with the _________________ followed by a semi-colon  

 Each __________________ should be placed on a new line 
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CSS Terminology and Rules Review  

Identify the parts of the CSS pictured below. 

Highlight the selectors  

Underline all of the properties  

Circle all of the values  

Draw a box around each declaration  

Circle the declaration groups  

 

Positioning 

In addition to determining what html elements look like, CSS can be used to 

determine where, how (and when!) they appear on a page as well.  This is done 

using the property, position. 

If no position property is set, the all the elements will be positioned based on the 

flow of the page. This is called static positioning.  It is not possible to set top, 

bottom, left or right properties for elements without a set position property. 

If the position property is set as fixed, the element’s position is set in relation to 

the browser window.  This means that the element will stay in the set position 

within the window regardless of what else is on the page, or if the page is 

scrolled.  This is often done with headers, or menus, so that the user can always 

see it wherever they go on the page.  Other elements on the page will act as 

though the fixed element is not there (and sometimes disappear behind it).  

When giving a position the fixed value, the distance from two of the top, bottom, 
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left or right of the window should be set.  To give an unordered list from the 

class menu a fixed position, the CSS rule would look like this: 

ul.menu { 

   position:fixed; 

   top:10px; 

   left:10px; 

  } 

If the position property is set as absolute, the element’s position is set in 

relation to the <html> containing block, or, if there is a element that has a 

position property set, in relation to the first such parent element.  Unlike the 

fixed position, while the element appears at a certain point on the page, it will 

appear or disappear if the page is scrolled past it. Other elements on the page 

will act as though the fixed element is not there and may appear in front of or 

behind it.  To give an element with the id center_title an absolute position, the 

CSS rule would look like this: 

#center_title { 

    position:absolute; 

    top:80px; 

    right:20px; 

   } 

If the position property is set as relative, the element is positioned relative to 

where it would appear if it was static – that is, where it would normally appear 

according to the flow of the document. To give a paragraph element with the 

class indent a relative position, the CSS rule would look like this: 

p.indent { 

   position:relative; 

   left:10px; 

  } 

 

Write CSS rules to set a position for three elements in one of your HTML 

documents in the space below. 
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Class & id 

In our first lesson about CSS, we briefly mentioned class and id as important 

words for talking about style.  These two styling concepts can only be used if the 

HTML document the CSS is applied to has elements with either the class or id 

attributes.  They also only work if the name of the id or class match exactly. 

Look at the HTML below and note down the names of any class or id attributes. 
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When using the id as a selector, a hash must be placed in front of the name of 

the id.  The syntax looks like this: 

#id_name { 

 property:value; 

} 

When using the class as a selector, a dot (full stop) must be placed in front of 

the name of the class.  The syntax looks like this: 

.class_name  { 

  property:value; 

 } 

Because more than one element and element type can belong to the same class, 

sometimes you may wish to apply a style rule to only one element type, rather 

than to all of them.  To do this, the selector needs to identify the element type 

as well as the class.  The element type appears first, followed by a dot, followed 

by the name of the class.  The syntax looks like this: 

h2.class_name  { 

    property:value; 

   } 

It is possible to assign style rules to groups of class and id selectors in the same 

way as for other selectors.  This is done by listing each selector together, with a 

comma and space separating each one.  The syntax looks like this: 

h2.class_name, p.class_name, #id_name 

{ 

property:value; 

} 

In the space below, write some CSS rules to apply to the HTML document on the 

previous page.  Use all of the class and id attributes, and assign positions. 
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HTML Containers  

There are two HTML elements whose primary purpose is styling. These are the 

<div></div> and <span></span> elements. You may like to think of these two 

elements as style containers.  That is, these two elements are used as 

containers that can be put around content (a group of elements) which a single 

style can then be applied to. The div and span elements almost always have a 

class or id attribute. 

A div element has a line break before and after it, the same way paragraph, 

heading, list and table elements do.  It is a block element. 

A span element does not have a line break before or after it, the same way 

image and link elements do not. It is an inline element. 

Add three block elements to the HTML document below, and assign each of them 

a different class (or id). 

 

Why did you choose to organise the content that way? 



 
 

7 

Headers and Footers 

The div element is often used with the class attribute “header” or “footer” so a 

group of elements can be styled to display as headers or footers on the web 

page. 

For example, if I wanted to give the header and footer different text and 

background colour from the rest of the page, the CSS and HTML might look like 

this: 

 

The webpage might look like this:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can see from this example that both the class and id attributes worked in 

the same way with the div. 

 

Go back to one of the HTML documents you created when doing the coding 

practice in lesson 10.  Modify the HTML so that the content is divided into divs, 

and that all the div, table, ul and heading elements have a class or id attribute. 

Modify the CSS from lesson 11 so that each class and id has a style assigned to 

it, and that some elements have a position property. 
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Comments 

As with HTML, it is good practice to provide explanations about what your CSS 

rules are for and will do. 

The syntax for including a comment in a CSS is: 

/* Comment text here */ 

The text can be on more than one line, but all comments must have a forward 

slash and a star at the start of a comment, and a star and a forward slash at the 

end of the comment. 

Go back to the CSS from lesson 11 and use comments to explain each rule or 

set of rules. 


